IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re application of 



Minoru KAWABATA et al. 



Serial No. NEW 



Attn: APPLICATION BRANCH 



Filed July 11,2003 



Attorney Docket No. 2003_0956 



FALSE CONTOUR CORRECTING 
APPARATUS AND METHOD 
(Rule 1.53(b) Divisional 
of Serial No. 09/581,644, 
Filed June 15, 2000) 



Pursuant to the provisions of 37 CFR 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants request 
consideration of [X] the references listed on attached form PTO-1449 and/or [] the additional 
information identified below in paragraph 3. A legible copy of each reference listed on the form 
PTO-1449 and each U.S. patent application listed below is enclosed, except a copy is not 
provided for each reference previously cited by or submitted to the Patent Office in prior parent 
application Serial No. 09/581.644 . 

la. [X] This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted: 

within three months of the filing date (or of entry into the National Stage) of the 
above-entitled application, or 

before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits or the mailing of a first Office 
Action after the filing of an RCE, 

and thus no certification and/or fee is required. 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




Sir: 



lb. [] This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted 

after the events of above paragraph la and prior to the mailing date of a final Office 
Action or a Notice of Allowance or an action which otherwise closes prosecution in the 
application, and thus: 

(1) [] the certification of paragraph 2 below is provided, or 

(2) [] the fee of $180.00 specified in 37 CFR 1.17(p) is enclosed. 

lc. [] This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted: 

after the mailing date of a final Office Action or Notice of Allowance or action which 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and prior to payment of the issue fee, and 
thus: 

the certification of paragraph 2 below is provided, and 
the fee of $180.00 specified in 37 CFR 1.17(p) is enclosed. 

2. It is hereby certified 

a. [] that each item of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement 

was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the 
Statement, or 

b. [] that no item of information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement 

was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification 
after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 
§ 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the Statement. 

3. [] Consideration of the following list of additional information (including any copending or 

abandoned U.S. application, prior uses and/or sales, etc.) is requested. 
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4. For each non-English language reference listed on the attached form PTO-1449, reference 
is made to; 

a. [] a full or partial English language translation submitted herewith, 

b. [X] a foreign patent office search report (in the English language) submitted 

herewith, 

c. [X] the concise explanation contained in the specification of the present application 

at page 1, 

d. [X] the concise explanation set forth in an English language abstract, 

e. [] the concise explanation set forth below or on a separate sheet attached to the 

reference: 



5. [] A foreign patent office search report citing one or more of the references is enclosed. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Minoru KAWABATA et al. 

By Q* $j&U4 . 

David M. Ovedovitz 
Registration No. ^45,336 
Attorney for Applicants 

DMO/jmj 

Washington, D C. 20006-1021 
Telephone (202) 721-8200 
Facsimile (202) 721-8250 
July 11,2003 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

LIST OF REFERENCES CITED BY APPLICANT(S) 
{Use severs/ sheets if necessary) 

Date Submitted to PTO: July 1 1 , 2003 


ATTY DOCKET NO. 
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SERIAL NO. 
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APPLICANT 
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FILING DATE 

July 1 1 , 2003 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 
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DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 
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DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 
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TRANSLATION 
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3/1994 


JP 






Abstract 
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EP 
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EP 












AL 


0 781 053 


4/1999 
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EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 



* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
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SERIAL NO. 

NEW 


APPLICANT 

Minoru KAWABATA et al. 


FILING DATE 

July 11, 2003 


GROUP 

2614 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


•EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE IF 
APPROPRIATE 




AA 


5,192,996 


3/1993 


Sakashita et al. 










AB 
















AC 
















AD 
















AE 
















AF 
















AG 
















AH 
















Al 














FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 
YES NO 




AJ 


1100259A2 


5/2001 


EP 












AK 


0910061A1 


4/1999 


EP 












AL 


1162571A1 


12/2001 


EP 












AM 


















AN 
















OTHER DOCUMENT(S) (including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 




AO 






AP 






AQ 




EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 



1 EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
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INTER TIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Intei jnal Application No 

PCT/JP 99/01978 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 6 H04N5/14 



According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 6 H04N 



Documentation searcnea other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted dunng the international search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category ° Citation ot document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



US 5 668 606 A (0KAM0T0 T. ET AL) 
16 September 1997 

see column 15, line 51 - column 16, line 
17 

US 5 715 000 A (INAH0RI S. ) 
3 February 1998 

see column 5, line 34 - line 50 

EP 0 389 044 A (PHILIPS ELECTRONIC AND 
ASSOCIATED INDUSTRIES LIMITED) 
26 September 1990 

see column 3, line 53 - column 7, line 5 

EP 0 781 053 A (LUCENT TECHNOLOGIES INC.) 
25 June 1997 

see column 8, line 26 - column 10, line 14 

-/— 



1,8,9,14 



1,8,9,14 



1,8,9,14 



1,8,9,14 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of box C. 



Patent family members are listed in annex. 



• Special categories of crted documents : 

"A" document defining the general state of the art which is not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

"E" earlier document but published on or after the international 
filing date 

"L - document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of another 
citation or other special reason (as specified) 

"O* document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

"P" document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



T" later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
crted to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

"Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

*&" document member of the same patent family 



Date of the actual completion of the international search 



8 July 1999 



Date of mailing of the international search report 



15/07/1999 



Name and mailing address ol the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 581 8 Patentlaan 2 
NL - 2280 HV Rijswijk 
Tel. (+31-70) 340-2040. Tx. 31 651 epo nl. 
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016 



Authorized officer 
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